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EPA’s Proposal 

• National Outcome: estimated CO2 emissions reduction of 
26% below 2005 baseline by 2020, 30% by 2030 

• Benefits far outweigh the costs as estimated by EPA:  

– Climate and health benefits = $55 to $93 billion in 2030, while costs are 
estimated to be between $7.3 - $8.8 billion that year. 

– Pollution that leads to soot and smog will be cut by over 25% in 2030; for 
every dollar invested, American families will see up to $7 in health benefits 

• Avoids 2,700 to 6,600 premature deaths and 140,000-150,000 asthma attacks in 
children 

– Electricity bills will be about 8 percent lower from increased use of energy 
efficiency, saving average families $8 on monthly residential electricity bills. 



Emissions Trend Estimates 



EPA’s Proposal 

 

The proposal has two main elements:  

1. State-specific CO2 emission rate goals - two-part 
goal structure, with an “interim goal” that states 
must meet on average (2020-2029) and a “final 
goal” that must be reached by 2030. 

2. Guidelines for the development, submission and 
implementation of state plans. 

State-specific CO2 goals but does not prescribe how a 
state should meet its goal.  

 



Calculating a State’s Emissions Target 

• Best System of Emissions Reduction (BSER) based on a range of 
measures falling into four main categories, or “building blocks.” – these 
determine the state goal 

• 2012 Baseline = fossil intensity (lbs/MWh) adjusted by adding existing 
renewables and 6% of existing nuclear to the denominator 

All of these measures  

have been amply demonstrated via their current widespread  

use by utilities and states. 



Calculating a State’s Emissions Target 



Proposed State Targets 



Changes Needed:  

• EPA’s proposal can and should be strengthened.  

• NRDC believes the pollution reductions could be 
greater at a reasonable cost.  

• In particular, states could do more to increase energy 
efficiency and the use of renewables than EPA 
assumed. 

• Natural Gas: if new gas plants can be used for 
compliance, they need to be factored into the goal 
setting – symmetry principle  

• Nuclear: structure and incentives do not factor in 
safety and economic factors  



Next steps 

EPA receiving comments for 120 days and will issue final 
standards by June 2, 2015. 

States will submit plans by June 30, 2016, with some limited 
opportunity for extensions  

EPA is proposing to evaluate and approve state plans based on 
four general criteria:  

1. Enforceable measures that reduce CO2 emissions from existing 
power plants;  
2. Projected achievement of EPA’s state-level goals, on EPA’s 
timeline;  
3. Quantifiable and verifiable emission reductions; and  
4. A process for biennial reporting on plan implementation, progress 
toward achieving CO2 goals, and implementation of corrective 
actions, if necessary. 



More Information & Contacts 

The detailed information from EPA on their Clean Power Plan is 
available at: http://www2.epa.gov/carbon-pollution-
standards/clean-power-plan-proposed-rule 
 
NRDC’s Fact Sheet summarizing the rule is available at: 
http://www.nrdc.org/air/pollution-standards/files/pollution-
standards-epa-plan-summary.pdf 
 
Additional NRDC Materials: http://www.nrdc.org/air/pollution-
standards/  
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