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1. Q. Do compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) =ontain 

mercury?  

   A. Compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) contain a =ery 

small amount of mercury sealed within the glass 

tubing—an =verage of 5 milligrams—about the amount 

that would cover the =ip of a ball-point pen. By 

comparison, older thermometers =ontain about 500 

milligrams of mercury. It would take 100 =FLs to equal 

that amount. 

  

Mercury currently is =n essential component of CFLs and 

is what allows the =ulb to be an efficient light source. No 

mercury is released when =he bulbs are intact or in use. 

  

2. Q. What precautions should I take when using CFLs =n 

my home? 

   A. CFLs are made of glass and can break if dropped or 

=oughly handled. Be careful when removing the bulb 

from its =ackaging, installing or replacing it. Always 

screw and unscrew =he lamp by its base (not the glass), 

and never forcefully =wist the CFL into a light socket. If a 

CFL breaks in your home, =ollow the clean-up and 

disposal recommendations below. 

  

3. Q. How can I properly dispose of a =FL? 

   A. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) =ecommends that consumers take 

advantage of available local recycling =ptions for compact fluorescent light bulbs. 

The EPA is =orking with CFL manufacturers and major U.S. retailers to expand 

=ecycling and disposal options. 

  

In the states of =llinois and Missouri it is permitted to put used or broken =FLs in the 

     

http://www.ameren.com/AboutUs/
http://www.ameren.com/JOBS/
http://www.ameren.com/UEprice/
http://www.ameren.com/UEprice/
http://www.ameren.com/UEprice/
http://www.ameren.com/


garbage. You should seal the bulb in two plastic bags =nd put it into the outside 

trash, or other protected outside locations, for the next normal trash collection. CFLs 

=hould not be disposed of in an incinerator. =BR>  

Consumers can contact their local municipal solid waste agency =irectly, or go to 

http://www.lamprecycle.org/ or http://www.earth911.org/ to identify local recycling 

options.  

   

4. Q. What should I do if a CFL =reaks? 

   A. If a CFL bulb should break in your home, follow the =A 

=ref="http://www.epa.gov/mercury/spills/index.htm#flourescent">clean-up=20 

guidelines provided by the EPA. 

  

5. Q. One of my CFLs stopped working shortly after I =nstalled it. What should I do? 

   A. ENERGY STAR®-qualified CFLs include a warranty. =f the bulb has failed within 

the warranty period, return it to =our retailer. 
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