
Memorandum

To:	IL TRM stakeholders and interested parties

FROM:	KEITH CRONIN, PROJECT LEAD and SAM DENT, TECHNICAL LEAD - VEIC

subject:	IL TRM Version 15.0 – Change impact Summary

date:         	06/26/2025

Cc:	CELIA JOHNSON, SAG



VEIC has now submitted the first draft of the version 15.0 Illinois Technical Reference Manual (TRM) to the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). 

This memo is provided as an aid for the utilities and other TAC participants to help disseminate information on the proposed updates to additional stakeholder groups who may be less involved in the TAC discussions or aware of their potential outcomes. The goal is to promote a wider high-level understanding of the proposed changes that are likely to have the highest impact on a measure’s savings and/or cost effectiveness, or require changes to how measures are implemented, in order that program implementation plans can progress with the awareness of where changes to offerings may occur. 

Please note that all changes listed are still in draft and subject to continued change through the remainder of the update process, and additional high impact changes may still arise. However, this early view of the proposed changes will allow any input from the additional stakeholder groups to be provided before final decisions are made, allowing the TAC appropriate time to review, discuss, and reach consensus on the appropriate path forward. 

[bookmark: _Hlk44574703]As always, we welcome any feedback to the value of this memo and how its content could be improved to further help get the TRM related information where it needs to be. Please send any comments or questions on the content to iltrmadministrator@veic.org.



















	Market
	End Use
	Measure Name
	Summary of Impactful Changes
	Potential Impact
	Expected Utility Change (if any)

	All
	Multiple
	Multiple
	Specifications from the now effective building energy code for new construction (IECC 2024) have been added.
	For new buildings with plan application dates after November 30, 2025, new code baseline should be applied. In some instances this will higher the baseline efficiency and lower the potential savings.
	

	

	Commercial 
	Multiple
	Multiple
	The OpenStudio models of commercial buildings used in multiple measures have been reviewed and updated and new building types added. They were then run using the most recent TMYx climate data and key assumptions updated; namely HVAC Equivalent Full Load Hours, Heating, Cooling and Total Fan Run Hours, and lighting hours, waste heat factors and coincidence factors.
	Direction of impact is variable, however generally expect estimates of cooling loads to increase and heating decrease.
	

	Commercial
	Agriculture
	High Efficiency Grain Dryer
	An error in the calculation was determined that fixing significantly increases the potential savings.
	Increased savings and improved cost effectiveness.
	

	Commercial
	Food Service
	Griddle
	Updates to double-sided dual fuel griddle. 
	Dependent on attributes
	

	Commercial
	Hot Water
	Water Heater
	Update to Federal Standard significantly limiting savings opportunities for certain equipment classes.
	Decreased savings
	

	Commercial
	HVAC
	Condensing Unit Heaters
	Measure life increase
	Increased lifetime savings and improved cost effectiveness.
	

	Commercial
	HVAC
	ENERGY STAR Room Air Conditioner
	Federal Standard and ENERGY STAR specification update. 
	Significant decrease in savings
	

	Commercial
	HVAC
	Cooling Tower Water Side Economizer
	Reduction in run hours,
	Significant decrease in savings
	

	Commercial
	Lighting
	LED Bulbs and Fixtures
	New DLC v6.0 specification reducing wattage of efficient lamp. Note discussions on going as to appropriate application of Clean Lighting Act (HB 2363), banning sale of fluorescent screw based and linear lamps. 
	To be determined
	

	Commercial
	Lighting
	LED Traffic and Pedestrian Signals
	Measure retired

	Commercial
	Refrigeration
	Add Doors to Open Refrigerated Display Cases
	Algorithm correction resulting in increased savings 
	Increased savings
	

	

	Residential
	Appliances
	ENERGY STAR Air Purified/Cleaner
	Increase in measure life assumption
	Increased lifetime savings and improved cost effectiveness.
	

	Residential
	Appliances
	Updates to assumptions
	Increase in savings
	Increased savings and improved cost effectiveness.
	

	Residential
	Appliances
	ENERGY STAR Room Air Conditioner
	Federal Standard and ENERGY STAR specification update. 
	Significant decrease in savings
	

	Residential
	Consumer Electronics
	Smart Sockets
	Reduction in standby power assumptions
	Likely decrease in savings
	

	Residential
	HVAC
	Whole Home Air Source Heat Pump
	Measure life update
	Increased lifetime savings and improved cost effectiveness.
	

	Residential
	HVAC
	Central Air Conditioning
	Measure life update
	Increased lifetime savings and improved cost effectiveness.
	

	Residential
	HVAC
	Duct Insulation and Sealing
	Addition of default assumptions for manufactured homes.
Removal of cooling and updates to heating Thermal Heat Gain Factors.
	Likely increase in savings, especially for manufactured homes.
	

	Residential
	HVAC
	Gas High Efficiency Furnace
	Update to ENERGY STAR criteria. Note Federal Standard change due in 2028.
	Increase in savings
	

	Residential
	HVAC
	High Efficiency Bathroom Exhaust or Radon Mitigation Fan
	ENERGY STAR Most Efficient specification change and addition of inline units with filter specification.
	Additional eligibility and increase in savings for most efficient fans
	

	Residential
	HVAC
	Boiler Reset Controls
	Boiler load assumptions updated to actually represent load rather than consumption.
	Decrease in savings
	

	Residential
	HVAC
	Gas High Efficiency Combination Boiler
	Addition of early replacement assumptions
	Additional implementation opportunities
	

	Residential
	Hot Water
	 Residential Solar Hot Water Heater
	Addition of fossil fuel baseline. Measure life increase 
	Additional implementation opportunities and increase in lifetime savings
	

	Residential
	Shell
	Air Sealing
	Addition of Room AC cover prescriptive savings. Note discussions ongoing regarding possible adjustments to the prescriptive savings estimates. 
Reduced measure life for some prescriptive measures. 
	To be determined
	




In addition, the following new measures are being proposed for inclusion for the first time in v15:

	Market
	End Use
	Measure

	Commercial
	Food Service
	Hot Food Holding Bins

	Commercial
	Hot Water
	Solar Water Heater

	Commercial
	Hot Water
	ECM Circulation Pumps for Domestic Hot Water

	Commercial
	HVAC
	Indoor Air Purification

	Commercial
	HVAC
	Electric Chiller Tune-Up

	Commercial
	HVAC
	ENERGY STAR Ceiling Fan

	Commercial
	HVAC
	Pressure Independent VAV Controller for Fume Hood Fan Systems

	Commercial
	HVAC
	Building Automation System for Public Schools

	Commercial
	HVAC
	Dedicated Outdoor Air System (DOAS)

	Commercial
	HVAC
	Air to Water Heat Pump

	Commercial
	HVAC
	Hybrid Roof Top Unit*

	Commercial
	Refrigeration
	Refrigeration Tune-up

	Commercial
	Compressed Air
	Compressed Air Tool Replacement

	Commercial
	Miscellaneous
	Engine Block Timer

	Residential
	HVAC
	Air to Water Heat Pump

	Residential
	Lighting
	IQ Integrated Porchlight with Motion Sensor*


* Note: These measures were not ready for the 1st Draft.
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